
April 27, 2016 

Quote of the week: 

Progress is impossible without change, and those who cannot change their minds 

cannot change anything.       George Bernard Shaw 

 

 The Artists Reaching 
Classrooms Program 
through the Taft Museum 
has provided multiple 
learning experiences and 
opportunities for Winton 
Woods High School 
students since its 
partnership with the school 
district began back in the 
1990s. Lisa Morrisette, 
manager of school and 
docent programs for the Taft 
Museum, was presented 
with the district’s April 
Community Spirit award for 
the opportunities that the ARC program has brought to Winton Woods High 
School.  

The partnership started when a Taft Museum staff member visited the classroom 
of art teacher Carol Becci-Youngs to evaluate a student teacher. “She was so 
impressed with Winton Woods’ art students that she offered an invitation to join 
the ARC program,” said Becci-Youngs, who is also the district’s fine arts 
facilitator. “Since then famous artists like Thom Shaw, Katherine Hurley, Brenda 
Tarbell and Kevin Muente have come to the high school to speak to our art 
students.” Because of ARC, students over the years have had visits from 
industrial designers, social justice artists, print makers and painters. They’ve also 
visited the Taft Museum on field trips and were introduced to the history of the 
arts in Cincinnati and the collection of Anna Sinton and Charles Taft.  

Becci-Youngs said Artists Reaching Classrooms was the showcase for the 
Congressional Art award many times, and that Winton Woods High School 
students have twice won first place in that competition, as well as second and 



third place. Each year the ARC program culminates with a student art show at 
the downtown Public Library, which helps the students understand the concept of 
an artist’s showing.  

“The most amazing opportunity created from this partnership is that our seniors 
have won over $10,000 in scholarships offered over the years through the Artists 
Reaching Classrooms program,” said Superintendent Anthony G. Smith. “This 
scholarship money shows the talent of our students as it was awarded to the 
most exemplary pieces of art.” 

Smith said he joined Becci-Youngs and her students in thanking Morrisette for 
the amazing opportunities ARC has brought to the high school. “This month 
we’re pleased to present Artists Reaching Classrooms through the Taft Museum 
with the district’s Community Spirit Award,” said Smith.  

PHOTO CAPTION:  Lisa Morrisette (left), of the Artists Reaching Classrooms 
program at the Taft Museum, received Winton Woods City Schools’ Community 
Spirit Award from Board President Jessica Miranda.  

 School districts throughout Ohio continue to identify, locate and evaluate all 

children with disabilities, birth through 21. For children birth through age two, a 

disability means that child has a delay in one or more of the following 

developmental areas: adaptive behavior, cognition, communication, physical 

development, sensory development and/or social or emotional development. 

For children ages three through five, a disability means that child has a 

documented deficit in one or more of the following developmental areas: 

communication skills, hearing abilities, motor functioning, social-

emotional/behavior functioning or vision abilities. 

For school-age students, a disability means a person having one or more 

conditions such as autism, developmental handicap, hearing handicap, multi-

handicap, orthopedically and/or other health handicap, severe behavior 

handicap, speech and language handicap, specific learning disability, traumatic 

brain injury or visual handicap. 

Many unidentified children with disabilities are preschoolers. 

If you know of a child who you think may have a disability, please contact: 

Student Services/Department of Teaching & Learning, Winton Woods City 

Schools, 8 Enfield Street, Greenhills, Ohio 45218.  

 Sophomore Gerald Taylor had surgery in the middle of his freshman year at 

Winton Woods High School that left him lying flat on his back for weeks. Despite 

that obstacle, he managed to complete his assignments and maintain an A 

average. “Gerald is a tenth grader who strives for excellence,” said his counselor 



Kim Goins. Taylor was 

honored as the Gold Star-

Kiwanis Student of the 

Month at the April board of 

education meeting.  

Taylor, who has been a 

Winton Woods student for 

his entire academic career, 

currently has a grade point 

average of 3.698. “He is a 

very dedicated student and 

strives for excellence in 

everything he encounters,” 

said Goins. “Gerald is in 

honors classes and 

actively engages with others in his classes. He is always willing to lend a helping 

hand to help a classmate better understand a concept.” 

Taylor’s health conditions before his surgery stopped him from playing tenor 

saxophone in the marching band. He still wanted to be a band member, so he 

became band manager instead.   

Taylor was recognized at the end of freshman year with a “high honors” award 

and recently received the Community School Achievement Committee (CSAC) 

first year award for earning a grade point average of 3.0 in the second semester 

of his freshmen year and earning a 3.5 in the first semester of the current year. 

“I am honored to have Gerald on my counseling roster,” said Goins. “He has 

such a great supportive family and is such a great role model for all students. To 

watch him overcome a physical obstacle and see him maintain high academic 

standards is to be acknowledged with great applause.”    

PHOTO CAPTION: Gerald Taylor, the Gold Star-Kiwanis Student of the Month 

for April, is shown with Kiwanis President Terry Lee and Board President Jessica 

Miranda.   

 

 

 

 



 Student artists from Winton Woods Primary South were honored at the April 

board of education meeting by Superintendent Anthony G. Smith. The school’s 

art gallery winners, pictured with Board President Jessica Miranda, were:  

 Danishka Bond – Superintendent’s Selection (not shown) 

 Tyrell Worrell – Principal’s Selection 

 Mariem Seck and Ma’Kiah Thomas – Honorable Mention  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Nelson Homan, assistant 

principal at Winton Woods 

Elementary School, received 

commendations from the 

Ohio Department of 

Education for his role as the 

school’s coordinator during 

the administration of the 

2016 National Assessment 

of Educational Progress. “I 

join the board of education 

in applauding Mr. Homan for 

a job well done,” said 

Superintendent Anthony G. 

Smith.  

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods Elementary School Assistant Principal Nelson 

Homan is shown with Board President Jessica Miranda. 

 Even though Winton Woods High School has sent one of the smallest 

delegations to Model United Nations tournaments for each of the last four years, 

the team has taken home awards from every competition. “That’s because of our 

education system,” said Josh Amstutz, facilitator for Academy of Global Studies 

@ Winton Woods High School. “Our students’ ability to not only speak in a 

professional way but to connect what they say to current and past global events 

is unparalleled when compared to other high school students.”  

Amstutz and AGS students—sophomores Nick Kress, Payton Mack and 
Alexandria Denny; 
juniors Zoe Keller, Will 
Simpson and Shane 
Warren; and seniors 
Meklit Zenabu Kebede, 
Eden Daniel, and Simon 
Asem—traveled to the 
University of Illinois with 
500 other delegates 
from around the 
Midwest for this year’s 
Model United Nations 
Competition.  
 
With 40 other countries 
represented in the room, 
Asem was recognized 
as the "Outstanding 



Delegate" in the United Nations Office of Outer Space Affairs Committee, 
representing Canada. Outstanding delegates are chosen based on their ability to 
compromise with other countries, accurately assume and debate the role of their 
country in the most authentic way, and create solutions to the world problems 
posed in the committee. 
 
Simpson received a "Verbal Accommodation" award for his authentic role playing 
of Secretary of the Treasury Leslie McNeill in the 1898 Roosevelt-McKinley 
Cabinet Simulation. This award is given to someone who is outspoken and 
actively trying to help others in the committee to compromise and stay on topic in 
order to create solutions to the problems posed. 
 
At Winton Woods High School, Model United Nations is a course for sophomore 
AGS students designed to help them understand the inner workings of the United 
Nations and recognize the perspectives of multiple countries on world issues. 
The school’s Model UN Club is open to any sophomore, junior or senior who 
would like to pursue an interest in Model United Nations.  
 
“Our team’s preparation, as a result of our Model UN class sophomore year, 

allows students to not only understand how to speak in a politically correct 

manner, but also how to identify flaws and benefits of global solutions created to 

help remedy world issues,” said Amstutz. 

At the competition, AGS students served on these committees representing 
Canada: Simon Asem, United Nations Office of Outer Space Affairs; Eden 
Daniel, Economics and Finance Committee; Payton Mack, Special Political and 
Decolonization Committee; Alexandria Denny, Disarmament and International 
Security Committee. 
 
Serving on committees representing Mexico were: Zoe Keller, Economics and 
Finance Committee; Meklit Zenabu Kebede, Special Political and Decolonization 
Committee; Nick Kress, Disarmament and International Security Committee. 
 
Two Winton Woods students served on special committees: Will Simpson, 
representing Leslie McNeill in the 1898 Roosevelt-McKinley Cabinet Simulation; 
and Shane Warren, representing Salim Idris in the Geneva III Conference 
Simulation. 
 
PHOTO CAPTION: Ready for a day of competition at Model United Nations at 
the University of Illinois are (from left) AGS Facilitator Josh Amstutz with students 
Nick Kress, Payton Mack, Zoe Keller, Will Simpson, Meklit Zenabu Kebede, 
Alexandria Denny, Eden Daniel, Shane Warren, and Simon Asem. Photo 
provided.  
 



 Nyla Freeman is one of the 

reasons why second grade 

teacher Jahquil Hargrove 

loves his job. Freeman’s 

interactions with her peers, 

leadership qualities in the 

classroom, and participation in 

class discussions all show 

Hargrove that she has a 

strong personality and work 

ethic. At his recommendation, 

Freeman was honored at 

Winton Woods’ April board of 

education meeting by the 

Greenhills/Forest Park 

Kiwanis Club with the Kiwanis Character is Key award for integrity.  

“Nyla’s honesty and creative mindset have proven time and time again why her 

integrity fits her personality,” said Hargrove. Freeman will compete with her 

classmates to be the best, but he said she also “humbles herself and helps those 

who struggle with material or a subject they may not understand.” 

Freeman is respected by her teacher and classmates for the integrity she 

displays. “I am happy I had the opportunity to be her teacher and to just meet a 

student of her knowledgeable compatibility,” said Hargrove.  

PHOTO CAPTION: Second grader Nyla Freeman, Kiwanis Character is Key 

award recipient for integrity, is shown 

with (back, l-r) Terry Lee, president of 

the Greenhills-Forest Park Kiwanis 

Club; Jessica Miranda, board 

president; and Jahquil Hargrove, her 

second grade teacher at Winton 

Woods Primary South.   

 After thousands of votes were 

counted, Nico Prentosito and Nathan 

Washam were among the five finalists 

in the Spellebrity Video Contest and 

will be traveling to Washington, D.C. 

in May for the 2016 Scripps National 

Spelling Bee. The contest—

sponsored by Kindle and Scripps—

asked students to produce a video 



that spelled out ways to kindle a love of reading. It was launched in March as part 

of National Reading Month.  

The boys’ video, “Spelling Bee Has Created a Bond of Friendship," tells the story 

of the competition and friendship that began with the pair’s first spelling bee in 

2013 at Winton Woods Intermediate School and continues today at the middle 

school. Since that first competition, both Prentosito and Washam have 

represented Winton Woods City Schools in the WCPO Scripps Regional Spelling 

Bee—Nathan in 2016 and Nico in 2014 and 2015. Nathan, who has severe 

autism, was assisted on stage this year by his sister, Eliana. 

In the video the boys used their “spellebrity” status to encourage others to 

become spellebrities too. The video featured the district, with scenes in front of 

the Winton Woods Middle School sign and on the front steps, as well as on the 

playground of Winton Woods Primary South.  

The champion video will be chosen by participants in the national spelling bee 

finals, who will have a chance to view and vote on the five semi-finalist videos. 

The winners will each receive $1,000 and a Spellebrity trophy.   

“We want to commend all of the students who took time out of their busy 

schedules to produce the videos for this first-ever Spellebrity contest,” said Paige 

Kimble, executive director of the Scripps National Spelling Bee. “To see so many 

kids have such a passion for reading and spelling is phenomenal. And to have 

thousands of votes cast to express appreciation for those videos and the 

messages they conveyed is inspiring. We look forward to making Bee Week 

particularly memorable for our team winners.” 

As one of the finalist teams, Prentosito and Washam win airfare for themselves 
and a parent to Washington, D.C., hotel accommodations, a $400 gift card for 
travel and meal expenses, and complimentary tickets for the National Zoo 
Experience, a Bee-organized tour of Washington, D.C., and for the Awards 
Banquet.  
 
PHOTO CAPTION:  Nico Prentosito (left) and Nathan Washam are now finalists 

in the Spellebrity Video Contest. They are shown with Winton Woods Middle 

School Principal Doug Sanker. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Winton Woods Intermediate School's eighth annual “Fantabulous Caregiver’s 
Day Flower Sale” begins Monday, April 25, and continues until Friday, May 6, 
with potted plants and hanging baskets available. The sale is a project of the 
school's Student Council Caring and Sharing program. Prices are:  

 
 

 $2.00 - 4” potted petunias, 
marigolds, begonias and 
impatiens 

 $3.00 - Four-packs of 
petunias, marigolds, 
impatiens, and begonias 

 $3.00 - 4” potted geraniums 

 $8.00 – 8” hanging baskets 
of petunias and impatiens 

 $12.00 - 10” hanging baskets 
of petunias and impatiens  

 $14.00 – 10” hanging 
baskets of geraniums 

 

Order forms are available at the 
school. For additional information, please call the school office at 619-2450. 
WWIS is located at 825 Waycross Road in Forest Park.  
 

 Twenty-one students from 

Winton Woods Primary 

South in Springfield 

Township were honored in 

April through the school's 

Character Counts program 

for displaying the character 

trait of integrity. They were: 

Cameron Stroud, Elijah 

Blue, Jayvier Stanford, 

Kennedy Pearson, Talmus 

Brown, Jaiden McCrae, 

Erin Anderson, Rateb 

Saleh, Janyla Thomas, 

Alexis Diaz Gutierrez, 

Dante Turner, Rocco 

Gomez, Larron Brown, Cassidy Stockmeier, Nyla Freeman, Camila 

Mendoza  Lopez, Ryan Flores, Jamyliah Anderson, Rahvier Mack, Dominic 

Bermudez, and Ja’ron McCloud. Photo by Cindy Boehm.  

 



 Preschool students from Winton Woods City 

Schools’ morning and afternoon classes recently 

visited the Forest Park Fire Department to learn 

about the vehicles and equipment and meet the 

firefighters. Here Isabella Howard (left) and Sara 

Zistler listen to Firefighter Paramedic Nick Duffy 

talk about the ladder truck.  

 

 More than 150 people attended Envision 

Children’s recent 11th annual “Lighting the Way 

Scholarship Gala” at Prime 47 Steakhouse for an 

event that included outstanding food, Clyde Gray 

as emcee, great music, games, auctions, an 

anonymous matching donor and truly interesting 

presentations.  

Although the contributions are still being tallied, 

organization leaders agreed it was the biggest 

and best fundraiser in Envision Children’s history. 

Among over 150 guests were Winton Woods 

Board Member Katrina Rugless, Superintendent Anthony G. Smith, and Winton 

Woods Intermediate School teachers Kay Robinson and Heather Hils.  

An integral part of the gala each year is the Lighting the Way Award presentation, 

which goes to those who provided extraordinary assistance to Envision Children 

and to the children of the Greater Cincinnati community. This year, for the first 

time, Envision Children presented two Lighting the Way awards. Honored were 

Jeremy Day, principal of Winton Woods Intermediate School, and Waughney 

Yarrell, owner of Speedy Signs & Apparel.  

“Our award recipients are both outstanding supporters of Envision Children and 

of the children of our community,” said Sheryl McClung McConney, Envision’s 

founder and president. “Jeremy Day is the principal of Winton Woods 

Intermediate School, where Envision provides extended day tutoring. Jeremy is 

there at 6:30 every morning to greet us, and he follows up with each scheduled 

child who doesn’t show up. He is truly invested in the lives and success of the 

students in his school.” 

Day has worked with Envision Children for nearly six years, even before 

becoming WWIS principal. “I was really excited and surprised to find out I had 

won the Lighting the Way award,” Day said. “We’re in it for the same reason, the 

success of the kids. The tutoring gives the kids the additional help and support 

they need, and I will do all I can to help. Of the kids who consistently go, their 

scores on various tests, including the Math Assessment test, improve.”    



Envision Children is a 501c3 nonprofit, founded in 1999 by Sheryl McClung 

McConney, offering cutting edge educational enrichment programs for children in 

preschool through the freshman year of college. Envision’s interactive programs 

include: Extended Day Tutoring, ACT Boot Camps, Power Saturdays and 

Academic Summer Enrichment. For more information, contact Envision at 

www.EnvisionChildren.org . 

  

Upcoming Events 

May 4      Superintendent’s State of the Schools 

      Address, 6:30 p.m. 

May 23     Board of Education Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

May 26     Last Day for Students 

 

Winton Woods Today is brought to you by: Gina Burnett, designer; Teresa 

Cleary, writer and photographer. 

http://www.envisionchildren.org/

